Information and consent form
Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering, Needham, Ma 
Wellesley College, Wellesley, Ma
9/12/2005

	Our names are Matthew Colyer, Natalia Creamer, Dan Rice and Brian Shih. We are students at Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering and Wellesley College studying computer interface design. We can be contacted by phone at 781-292-2300 or by email at matthew.colyer@students.olin.edu, ncreamer@wellesley.edu, daniel.rice@students.olin.edu or brian.shih@students.olin.edu.

The goal of the course is to teach students to design systems that focus on the needs of end users. The course uses group projects to facilitate the teaching process. Our group is working on a computer application to simplify personal and group task tracking and calendaring within in a college setting.

This is a 13-week project that starts now and ends in mid December. We will only request your participation at certain points in the project.

We would like to discuss and/or observe your interaction with certain computer software or software prototypes. With your consent, we will record audio and/or video of the interview and interaction.

We do not anticipate that there will be any risks or discomforts to you as a participant in this project. Please do not disclose any information that you feel would put you at risk. We hope this will be a fun and interesting process for you. The benefits to you of this project will a chance to gain insight into human interface design as well as helping us learn about interface design. Hopefully, our society will benefit from an improved ability to organize individual and group schedules and tasks.

We will take every reasonable effort to keep your identity confidential. For instance, we will not use your real name in research notes, course assignments or presentations. Field notes, photos, audio, or video that you or we take will be used only for educational and research purposes, and will be destroyed upon completion of the project.

The final write-up of this research will be presented online, in the classroom and within the Olin College and Wellesley College communities (including Olin Expo, a presentation fair with outside guests).  The final write-up will also be posted online in website format for external viewing, and therefore all efforts will be made to protect your identity.

There will be no costs associated with your participation. We regret that we cannot pay you for your participation.

	Participation is voluntary. You may discontinue your participation at any time without any adverse effects and with no hard feelings. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the project, please contact our professor or us. Our professor is Lynn Andrea Stein, Professor of Computer & Cognitive Science, Olin College, Needham MA 02492, las@olin.edu.

I agree to participate in this research:

Signature: ________________________________________________  Date:  __________________

Print name here: ___________________________________________


